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(e) The General Classification of Moral Norms.

The method of classifying the moral norms will naturally
be in accordance with the various spheres of life to which they
relate, that is, will correspond to the various ends involved.
The first and most restricted of these spheres is that of the
moral subject himself. Next, and occupying an intermediate
position, comes the social circle, as defined in family life, in
the life of professional associations and social organisations,
and, above all, in political life. Finally, the most comprehen-
sive sphere of all is the community of universal intellectual
interests, embracing all humanity, past and present Making
our division in accordance with the three principal forms
of moral ends, then, we shall distinguish individual, social
and humanitarian norms. Moreover, this classification corre-
sponds, in part if not wholly, with our division of motives.
For the individual and social norms function more especially
in the realm of the motives of perception and of the under-
standing, while the humanitarian ends always presuppose
the activity of reason.

Further, in each of these three departments we may
distinguish a subjective and an objective norm, with its
corresponding subjective and objective virtue and duty
concepts. The subjective norm relates to the motive or
disposition; the objective norm to the end, or the action
itself. Again, to every norm there correspond a duty and
a right. The duty is directly expressed in the imperative
form of the positive norm itself; the right, on the other
hand, is more restricted in its application. No man can
claim from others as a right, without further ceremony,
that which he himself feels to be his duty towards them.
Such a principle of reciprocity would seriously affect the
spontaneity of moral action. It would, by making the fulfil-
ment of duty dependent on external conditions, do away